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WHO WE ARE
Harold Robinson Foundation (HRF) was founded in 2009 with the intention to interrupt the school
to prison pipeline in South LA by expanding access to creative, empowering camp experiences for
our most under resourced students.
WHAT WE DO
HRF continues the mission of providing children with transformative experiences and
strengthening communities through a holistic approach:
• Three-day retreats (Camp Ubuntu)
• Summer day camp (Camp Ubuntu Watts)
• Leaders in Training, Continuum of support programs in the community for students,
parents, and teachers.
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HRF Mission
Our mission is to improve young lives by
creating access to personal development
opportunities, resources, and supportive
adult relationships that result in a positive
impact in our most marginalized
communities. We believe that every
student deserves to be seen, heard, and to
know their inherent worth & potential.
.
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OUR 2020 CRISIS PIVOT
Fundraising
With the global COVID-19 pandemic and the unrest in our communities over police brutality, HRF has had to make many
adjustments in order to meet the immediate needs of our Watts community and continue to position the organization as a
valued partner in our most under resourced communities.
FUNDRAISING:
Because of COVID-19, HRF had to cancel our primary fundraiser “Pedal on the Pier”(POTP). This event has raised $1 million each
year as the primary funding source for Camp Ubuntu and Camp Ubuntu Watts. The loss of this event greatly hinders our capacity to
provide essential camp programs that support the social emotional development and overall wellbeing of our youth.
Launched Ubuntu In Motion: Shifting to a virtual event allowed HRF to expand participation across the country, increasing
awareness for our programs, engaging our community and maximizing our fundraising potential:
• 7 days of MOVEment – spin, run, walk, dance, row, climb, and move in any way that inspires us.
• Peer-to-Peer fundraising highlighted through social media
• Celebrated with a virtual zoom party: musical performances, Camp Ubuntu alumni presentations & special guests
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OUR 2020 CRISIS PIVOT
PROGRAMMING
Shifting to a virtual program, HRF counselors and specialists held a virtual summer camp and
providing on-going virtual programming filled with engaging and creative activities for more than
60 campers through our camp community blog, zoom sessions, and DIY projects delivered
every two weeks to campers in their Camp-In-A-Box kit. With the schools still closed and the
opportunity to hold in-person programming impossible at this time, we have extended virtual
programming.
Meeting the basic needs of our families has been imperative during the current crisis. Lack of
access to fresh, healthy food is one of our students’ and families' ongoing challenges. HRF
partnered with Sunrise Produce and Dole Foods to provide close to 340,000 lbs of restaurantquality fresh produce, protein, and dairy with the support of community partners such as Watts
Empowerment Center and Think Watts, who helped us distribute our food to thousands of
families in need. We will continue our food distributions as long as necessary during this
pandemic.
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OUR APPROACH
HRF’s transformative programs are based in the South African philosophy of “Ubuntu,” which

means that we rise and fall together as a community; I am because We are.
It represents respect, love, kindness, and
connectedness. Our programs offer a rare,
safe, nurturing space for participants. A space
to learn to support one another, and use that
experience to foster positive discourse, provide
tools for reflection, and set goals for a future
where all of our children live in safe
neighborhoods, have access to quality
education and understand their inherent value
with the love and support of their community.

CHECK OUT OUR WORK
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OUR APPROACH cont’d
Research shows that social-emotional learning is critical to a child’s successful development. It is why we utilize the
CASEL framework in our camp-based programs that are designed as a vehicle for personal and community
empowerment. We have served more than 11,000 youth in and around Watts since 2009.
Through a diverse set of recreational programs, including arts, enrichment, and athletics, Camp Ubuntu offers campers
powerful lessons in community, character-building, leadership development, and healthy living during weekend retreats
where parents, teachers, and community leaders are also invited to actively participate with our youth.
To further anchor our presence in the community, we offer a free, six-week summer program located at Markham
Middle School. Camp Ubuntu Watts (CUW) provides vital enrichment and engagement at a time when crime rates in
the community are highest while resources and opportunities for youth are at their lowest.
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OUR WORK
CAMP UBUNTU
Our Flagship Program

• 100 students
• 36 adults
• Three days at Canyon Creek
Complex in the Angeles Nat’l. Forest
• Hiking, yoga/meditation, arts and
crafts, ropes course, writing
workshops, music therapy, sports,
campfires and more.

CAMP UBUNTU WATTS
Creating a continuum of support
directly in our Watts Community
• Six-week summer camp
program in Watts.
• Free for participants
•Build on the success of the
weekend retreats providing
much- needed enrichment
directly where our youth and
their families live.
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OUR WORK cont’d
LEADERS IN TRAINING (LIT)

The LIT Program is designed
to cultivate our next generation
of leaders through partnership
and collaboration.

COMMUNITY SUPPORT PROGRAMS

Recognizing the need for
ongoing support, HRF continues
to develop opportunities to bring
the tools and programs
experienced at camp, into the
community filling the gaps in
access to supportive services for
students and parents alike.
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Fundraising Opportunities
GENERAL OPERATING COSTS:
• $200,000 can cover the general Administrative staff operating costs for 1
year
CAMP UBUNTU:
•
•

$40,000 can fund a weekend retreat
$370 can send a camper to a weekend retreat

CAMP UBUNTU WATTS:
•
•

$240,000 can fund the 6-week summer campprogram
$1,500 can send a student to summer camp for 6weeks

LIT (Leaders In Training) PROGRAM:
•
•

$250 can support a participant's certification
$5,000 can fund one year of LIT programming

CONTINUUM OF CARE:

•

$7,500 can fund a 10-week parenting class for 30 participants in
Watts
• $75,000 can fund one year of weekend program for 110 studentsat
CUW
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CAMP UBUNTU PARTNERS
Harold Robinson Foundation is honored to have over 40 organizational
partners and collaborators including 23 LAUSD Schools and a broad range of
dedicated community organizations.

CHECK OUT CAMP UBUNTU WATTS IN ACTION
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Thank you!
For more information contact:
Cheryl Bonnacci, Executive Director
Cheryl@haroldrobinsonfoundation.org
Jeff Robinson, Co-Founder
Jeff@haroldrobinsonfoundation.org
.

www.haroldrobinsonfoundation.org
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